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East End Equity Act Clears the Way for New Hospital and Creation of an 
Integrated Healthcare System on the East End 

 
Washington, D.C. – At the Council’s last legislative session for Council Period 22 on Tuesday, 
December 18th, we cleared a momentous hurdle to bring a new hospital to the East End of the 
District. By a vote of 10 – 2, the Council of the District of Columbia passed the East End Health 
Equity Act of 2018. This bill exempts the new hospital and George Washington University 
Hospital from the Certificate of Need (CON) process, thus fast-tracking construction of the new 
East End hospital and creation of an integrated healthcare system including urgent care, specialty 
services, and ambulatory clinics for Wards 7 and 8. 
 
The urgent need for a comprehensive healthcare system in Wards 7 and 8 is clear. “Building a new 
hospital and creating a robust healthcare system on the East End of the city has been a goal of mine 
since my tenure as Mayor. I am grateful that my colleagues who supported this bill saw the vital 
importance of bringing quality healthcare to residents on the East End,” said Ward 7 
Councilmember and Chair of the Council’s Committee on Health Vincent C. Gray. 
 
Gray further stated, “Since returning to the Council, I have worked assiduously with my colleagues 
to revive the capital project to build the new East End hospital and restore over $300 million to its 
construction funding.” Exempting healthcare projects like George Washington University Hospital 
from the often laborious and expensive CON process helps us to now move forward with the 
accelerated development of the new hospital and a robust integrated healthcare system. “ My goal 
continues to be seeing a new hospital completed and open by December 31, 2021. Tuesday’s action 
by the Council makes that even more possible,” said Gray. 
 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, “Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in health care 
is the most shocking and inhumane.” Tuesday’s vote to accelerate the construction of the new East 
End hospital is one of the best ways we can begin to ensure justice, equity and accessibility in 
healthcare services to residents on the East End of the city.   
 
“I will continue to focus on creating a modern comprehensive healthcare system until the work is 
completed,” said Gray.  
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