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Alexander “Boss” Shepherd

•Governor of DC (1871 – 1873)

•Built modern infrastructure in pursuit of L’Enfant’s Vision

•Budgeted $6 million for comprehensive public works
• Sidewalks

• Sewers

• Paved Streets

• Trees

Birth of the City of Trees
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Washington, DC in 1999-2002
Mayor Working to Keep it Green - 

Washington Post 2/1/1999

• Leadership of Mayor Anthony 
Williams

•American Forests Report (30 m 
Resolution)

• Founding of Casey Trees

•DDOT Urban Forestry Created

• Legislation
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Urban Forest Preservation Act of 2002

• Protects Special and 
Heritage Trees

• Tree Fund 
Established

• Hazardous Tree 
Mitigation Support
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Tree Fund Contributions



Tree Fund Partnerships

• Department of Energy & Environment
• Riversmart Homes Planting

• Casey Trees
• Tree Planting Programs

• Community Planting

• Tree Rebate

• School and Park Planting

• DC State Nursery

• DDOT Urban Forestry
• Public Land Planting
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Urban Tree 
Canopy Goal

•40% UTC by 2032

•Assessment of Existing 
Resource & Opportunities

•Monitoring Outcomes

•Measuring Progress
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Income Distribution
● Median Household Income: 

$70,848 ($53,889 Nat Avg)

● Poverty Rate: 18% 

● 14.4% of District residents live on 

less than $15,000 annually

SOURCE



● As much as a 21 year difference in life 

expectancy, based on where you live.

● Health is more than Healthcare.

● Health Inequities are not natural or 

inevitable.

● All policy can become health policy.

Life Expectancy



Summary 
of Tree  
Planting 
Requests 
in Past 5 
Years
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Substantial Increase in Total Trees in Past 10 Years



Land Cover 
Assessment 

Informs Equitable 
Resource 
Allocation



Wahler Ct SE– 2005



Wahler Ct SE – 2010



Wahler Ct SE – 2019
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Thank you!

Earl.Eutsler@dc.gov

trees.dc.gov


