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Already experiencing & expecting a:
hotter, wetter, sneezier and wheezier climate





Walter Kale, Chicago Tribune







Shelby Lum, RTD



Hoffman et al., in prep
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Braun et al., in prep



~2,500 
Heat-related 

Illnesses 
so far in 2022



VULNERABILITY
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In 94% of the 
cities studied, 
this pattern was 
observed.

Studies have since linked redlining with air quality, 
flooding, and many adverse health outcomes, 
including gun violence and COVID-19.



Our neighbors are already experiencing a:
hotter, wetter, sneezier and wheezier climate







What we’ve done with the 
data:





Marshaling new funding (2018-present)



#VFICHeatWatch
10 Cities
220 Volunteers!
490K observations

Marshaling new funding (2018-present)



Marshaling new funding (2018-present)



New partnerships



Expanding Green Space











Launched Southside's Greening 
Working Group

850+ trees planted + given away in 
Southside

30+ community events in two years

Announcement of 5 new parks in 
South Richmond

Newly created urban forester 
position

35,870 trees planted citywide in 
five years



850+ trees to 
homeowners 
in 2021















Final thoughts…


