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Tree canopy outcome: what is our goal?

Through the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement, the 
Chesapeake Bay Program has committed to…

Continually increase urban tree canopy capacity 
to provide air quality, water quality and habitat 
benefits throughout the watershed. Expand urban 
tree canopy by 2,400 acres by 2025.

Goal: Vital Habitats
Outcome: Tree Canopy



It’s not just about planting…

We track Tree Canopy progress in two ways:
1) States report three urban tree planting BMPs annually for TMDL
2) Long term progress analyzed through high resolution Land Cover/Land Use updates 



How are we doing?

2400 acre goal

8300 acres planted

New Plantings
Land Cover Change 

Detected from  Imagery



County data now available… 



Progress is not equitably distributed

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/08/24/climate/racism-redlining-cities-global-warming.html



But there is also good news

Image, The Nature Conservancy


